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TI1e University of Montana cross country team will run in the 34th NCAA Cross Country 
Championships Monday morning over a six-mile course on the Glenbrook Golf Course in Houston, 
Texas. Montana qualified for the meet by winning the Big Sky Championship. 
University of Montana cross country coach Harley Lewis and six of his runners will fly 
with the Grizzly football team to Tulsa, Okla., on Friday and then catch a flight from there 
to Houston. 
Lewis said he is hopeful that the UM team can finish in the top ten at the NCAA Cham-
pionships and that Doug Darko, a sophomore from Great Falls, and New York senior George 
Cook can finish in the top 25 and thereby gain All-America honors. 
"I think Darke can come close to or make the top 25, and that Cook, if he is feelir.& 
can 
well, I also make a bid for All-America honors," Lewis said. 
Cook has not been feeling well during training this week, but Lewis thinks he will be 
fir.e by race day. The Glenbrook course is a very level one according to Lewis and will 
benefit Cook. Cook has knee problems and a level course agitates his ailments less than a 
Qore uneven or uphill course does. 
Cook will be making his third trip to the national meet and Darko, his second. As a 
freshman in 1969 Cook fell during the race but managed to place !25th and as a sophomore in 
1970 placed 59th. In 1971 Darke placed 117th despite suffering a spike wound in the first 
100 yards of the race. At the completion of the race nine stitches were required on the 
wound. 
Montana has run only one previous race in 1972 over a six-mile course, but in that one 
race, ran extremely well. The Grizzlies captured a prestigious first place at the Universit ) 
of Washington Invitational in October. 
The remainder of the Montana team, which is the first UM team to enter the NCAA finals, 
consists of Billings senior Boyd Collins, Spokane junior Wes Priestly, Butte freshman John 
O'Neil and Dixon sophomore Terry Pitts. 
The highest finish by a ~fontana runner was in 1966 when Doug Brown of Red Lodge placed 
fourth. ### 
